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Most drivers will know 
the feeling - that sound 
or shudder when a wheel 
hits a gaping pothole.
A sensible driver will pull over as soon as 
safely possible to check for any damage to the 
tyre. If a severe impact occurs, the tyre should 
be removed and examined by a specialist as 
soon as possible. Better still, of course, is for 
drivers to take notice of road conditions, drive 
cautiously and look out for debris and potholes.

some damage is immediately apparent - a 
bulging tyre wall or gash to the surface, for 
instance. But collisions with kerbs, potholes 
and debris can also cause internal damage 
which, like the obvious damage, will pose a 
major risk to safety. Hitting a pothole can 
result in various tyre and wheel problems. 
Initial impact can cause buckled wheels, 
as well as cracks and lumps in a tyre. 

The tyre industry recommends that 
drivers take to the road with caution.

If you feel something, have a look -  
No big bump or pothole should be ignored

In order to avoid 
potential pothole 
damage, drivers 
should always:

Be alert 

Maintain a safe 
distance between the 
driver ahead of you

Stay alert of traffic 
or pedestrians before 
changing course to 
avoid a pothole

Always watch 
your speed

Avoid unnecessary 
braking

Make sure to hold 
the wheel correctly 
to ensure maximum 
control and performance

Regularly check tyre 
pressure. The correct 
pressure can be found 
inside the fuel cap, in 
the vehicle handbook, 
and/or on the driver’s 
side door frame.

But let us be realistic, 
it is a rare driver indeed 
who has never had 
cause to worry. What 
is crucial is acting 
responsibly on such 
occasions and making 
sure all is safe

Ask an expert.
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